STATED MEETING, PRESBYTERY OF LACKAWANNA                                           MAY 19, 2009
   The Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Lackawanna (P.C.U.S.A.) took place on May 19, 2009 at the Providence United Presbyterian Church, Scranton, PA. A piano prelude followed by the singing of a gathering hymn and the lighting of the Christ candle prepared participants to begin the meeting in a worshipful manner. Then, after greetings and instructions given by the Rev. Dr. Mary Jane Hitt, who was the host pastor, the moderator, Elder Sharon Telban, convened the meeting to order at 2:10 PM with a Call to Worship and prayer. (Other expressions of worship were included throughout the meeting.)

REPORT of THE STATED CLERK: Roll Call had been taken by attendance slips, and upon receiving confirmation from the Attendance Clerk, Elder Jean Biggar, Stated Clerk, the Rev. Carl  Batzel, declared that a quorum was present.  

MINISTERS PRESENT;, K. Ballard, C. Batzel*, D. Brague, W. Carter, T. Collins,

 S. Ezell*, C. Fleming,  J. Galimi, R. Griffith,  M.J. Hitt, M. Hughes, R. Kraus, S. Loomer, 

M. Lyle, V. Miner, , H. C. Page, W. Samford,  R. Tanner, J. Thyren, J. Warner, R Wright, R. Zanicky  (22)

MINISTERS EXCUSED; Y. Bae,  B.Ballard,  W. Blackie, P. Carlson, A. Chafee, D. Collins, N. Cubitt,  J. Dabback,  A. Emery, J. Germershausen, W. Hartmann, C. Link, 

R. London, W. Lukesh,  J. Markarian, J. Marsh, F. Milligan, B. Muntzel R. Murdock,  W. Parsons, C. Peers, M. Robinson,  N. Robinson, J. Shanley,  J. Shepherd, D. Sisson-Rounds, D. Stearns, B. Triggs, D. Wenzel, R. Wright, S. Zanicky (30)

COMMISSIONED LAY PASTORS PRESENT: D. Dewing, L. Frangos, M. Hartmann, N. Kopatz, M. Tomlinson, W. Wolfe (6)

COMMISSIONED LAY PASTORS EXCUSED: W. Bardo, J. Felt,  L. Lewis,  D. Reichard, 

J. Wallis, (5)

STATED SUPPLY PASTORS PRESENT: none

STATED SUPPLY PASTORS EXCUSED: D. Bird, M. Goss, R. Martin, J. Quinn, K. Trexler (5)

COMMITTEE MODERATORS:  J. McLaughlin (1)

OFFICERS PRESENT: S. Telban, Moderator; V. Miner, Vice-Moderator *, C. Batzel*, Stated Clerk; J. Biggar, Attendance Clerk; R. Tanner* Journal Clerk, Pro-Tem (5)  

CHURCHES REPRESENTED BY ELDER COMMISSIONERS: Athens, S. Kopatz; Brackney(Silver Lake), R. Rosenkrans; Camptown, D. Hopkins; Dallas(Trinity), C. Bolinski; Dunmore, L. Bourbeau; Elmhurst(First), M.Adler; Hawley(First), J. Mould; Honesdale(First), J. Green; Jessup (First) M. Kowalko; Kingston(COCU),J. Shiplett; Nicholson(First), W. Acker; Olyphant/Peckville(First United), W. Vargas; Pittston (Second), M Brague;  Rome, S. Abrams; Sayre(First), B. Coston; Scranton(Covenant),
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N. Gabriel; Scranton(Providence), H. Hopkins; Towanda, C. Wouburg;  West Pittston(First), J. Thyren ( 19) 

CHURCHES NOT REPRESENTED BY ELDER COMMISSIONERS: Ashley;  Avoca(Langcliffe) ; Bethany; Carbondale(First); Clarks Summit(First); Coryland; Edwardsville(First Welsh); Forty Fort(Stella); Forty Fort(United); Franklin

Hill; Hallstead(First); Honesdale(Cold Spring/Rileyville); Inkerman; Lanesboro; Luzerne(Bennett); Montrose(First); Moosic;  Mountaintop; Nanticoke(First); Pittston(First); Plains; Rushville; Scranton(Bethania); Scranton(Hickory St.); Scranton(Hyde Park); Shickshinny(First); Stevensville; Sugar Run; Sylvania; Troy(First);  Tunkhannock; Ulster Village; Union Dale; Warrior Run(Welsh); Waymart; Wilkes-Barre(First); Wilkes-Barre(First Welsh);  WilkesBarre(Christ United); Wilkes-Barre(Memorial); WilkesBarre (Westminster) ; Wyalusing; Wyoming; Wysox. (43)   

VISITORS: E. Cole, Clark’s Summit(First); A. and D. Kocher, Dallas (Trinity); E. Austin and Jack Parry, Olyphant/Peckville(First United); C. Weavsly, Scranton(Hickory St.);   and A. Cahoon Scranton(Providence) (7) 

 PRESBYTERY STAFF:  Goodall*, L. Loughney,  (2)

SUMMARY:

MINISTERS PRESENT                                                 22

MINISTERS EXCUSED                     30

COMMISSIONED LAY PASTORS PRESENT            6

LAY PASTORS EXCUSED                 5

STATED SUPPLY PASTORS PRESENT                      0

COMMITTEE MODERATORS                                     1

OFFICERS                                             5*                        2

ELDER COMMISSIONERS                                          19

VISITORS                                                                          7

STAFF                                                                                 2

TOTAL PERSONS PRESENT                                      59   

*Recorded elsewhere
Stated Clerk Batzel then announced the following:

· due to Rosanne McLaughlin’s needing to be excused, he had appointed the Rev. Rebecca Tanner as Journal Clerk, Pro-Tem. 

·  that the readers of the minutes would be the Rev. Sue Ezell and Elder/CLP Margo Tomlinson 

Rev. Batzel then moved approval of the docket, which was approved by vote. He next moved approval of the January 24, 2009 Stated Meeting minutes as per review by the minutes’ readers and with a typo correction of the mistaken repeat of the word, “commissioner” under the NOMINATING COMMITTEE report.  These, too, were approved by vote.  Rev. Batzel continued 
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his report by reminding presbytery that this was his final stated meeting as Stated Clerk and expressing his personal thanks for being given the privilege to serve in that office. He then called upon the Rev. Scott Loomer, Moderator of the Memorial Presbyterian Church Administrative Commission (AD), who introduced and then moved the adoption of a motion to dissolve the Memorial Presbyterian Church, effective that day, May 19, 2009 and to authorize the AD to handle all business pertaining to that dissolution. (see Appendix A) The motion passed by unanimous voice vote. Rev. Batzel then acknowledged the faithful service, spanning three stated clerks, of outgoing Journal Clerk, Rosanne Mc Laughlin, and reported that she had been honored by a flower arrangement gift from the presbytery presented during a recent worship service at her home church, First Presbyterian of Shickshinny. He then led Presbytery in a prayer of thanksgiving for those listed on the Necrology Report, which had been distributed.
WELCOME TO AND SEATING of FIRST TIME ELDERS: New elder commissioners, Norma Gabriel, from Scranton, Covenant and Sylvia Abrams from Rome, were introduced and seated.
GENERAL COUNCIL: The Rev. Virginia Miner, on behalf of General Council, expressed thanks to both Alice Goodall (Office Administrator)and Andrea Medura (Financial Secretary) for continuing to serve in their positions as the search for new staff has taken longer than expected. Rev. Miner then led Presbytery in a moment of silence, concluded by prayer, in memory of the Rev. Dr. Bill McSwegin, former Executive of Lackawanna Presbytery, who had died on April 18.
She further expressed thanks for the ministry of the Revs. Roger Griffith and Jim Thyren to Bill and his family during the time of Bill’s battle with cancer. She then announced that Council had chosen the themes of “Looking Back”, “Looking Around”, and “Looking Ahead” for that May and the remaining two Stated Meetings of the year. She also reported briefly on the March cluster meetings and concluded by formally presenting, for a first reading with action planned at the September meeting, the latest revision of the Presbytery’s Manual of Operations.   
BUDGET and FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Elder Jim McLaughlin presented the January-April Unified Mission and Per Capita Reports, awarding certificates to the sessions of churches which had remitted 100% of their Per Capita support. He also thanked the Presbytery Office staff for all their good work. 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:  Rev. Bill Samford introduced Marge Zeigler and moved that she be hired, starting on June 16, as the Presbytery’s Office Coordinator. Presbytery voted approval by a unanimous voice vote. Rev. Samford then introduced and nominated Elder Robert Bryden to be the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Lackawanna, beginning July 1. With no nominations offered from the floor when they were solicited by the Moderator, Presbytery voted approval by another unanimous voice vote.
GENERAL PRESBYTER NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  Rev. Samford then reported that progress in finding a new General Presbyter had resulted in the committee narrowing the candidates down to two individuals who would be interviewed June 18 and 19 in order to present one candidate for a special Presbytery meeting to be called as soon as possible. The hope was that a new General Presbyter could begin serving by September 1.
CAMP LACKAWANNA COMMITTEE:  Lorrie Loughney, substituting for Camp Committee Moderator, Wayne Wolfe, announced four new programs offered at the camp, including the 
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“Pneumas” Youth Conference, June 26-July2. She also shared the good news that the Camp Committee had received a new proposal on the camp swimming pool which would enable it to be repaired very economically in time for the beginning of the camping season and be functional for an estimated ten years.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE  The Rev. Dr. Carol Fleming placed in nomination the following elders to serve on General Council for a one year, renewable term, in order to address the imbalance of clergy over elder representation: Ed Cole(Clark’s Summit), Jan Thyren(West Pittston), and Nicholas Vanderweide(Bethany). Nominations were solicited from the floor and there being none, a motion to close the nominations was approved, followed by approval by unanimous voice vote. Rev. Fleming presented further nominations for 3 year terms, all of which were handled as above and resulted in the same unanimous approval:

-for the Synod Self-Development of People Committee: Elder Char Lyon(Clark’s Summit)

-for the Synod Budget and Finance Committee: the Rev. Micki Robinson(Westminster, WB)

-for Presbytery Treasurer (a three year, volunteer position): Elder Norma Gabriel(Covenant).

WOMEN OF THE PRESBYTERY: Elders Jean Biggar and Alice Kocher reported on the surveys which had been received back from congregations’ women’s groups, on the Spring Gathering, and
led Presbytery in a “Thank You, Presbyterian Women” litany.   
SYNOD of the TRINITY REPORT:  Synod Commissioners, Elder/CLP Margo Tomlinson and the Rev. Bill Samford reported on the recent Synod Conference Meeting including the highlight of the Rev. Sue Wonderland being installed as the Synod Associate Executive.
COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY: The Rev. Mary Jane Hitt announced that Jason Clapper of Lanesboro Community Church had been received by the Committee on Preparation for Ministry as an Inquirer. A prior commitment prevented him from being personally  introduced to the Presbytery at this meeting.
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY: The Rev. Bill Carter, referring to the list provided in the docket, moved acceptance of COM’s report on those 2009 terms of call of fulltime ministers which had been returned to the committee. This was approved unanimously by voice vote. He then reported on a number of other matters under the purview of the COM, including:

-that COM is reviewing and has begun to establish and/or update a number of its policies, including those for validated ministries and part time clergy

-that Elder Jack Felt  CLP had resogned as CLP to the Troy church

-that the COM has liaisons assigned for all 62 churches of the Presbytery

-special opportunities for growth and renewal

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MISSION COUNCIL: Rev. Dr Sue Ezell brought the Presbytery’s attention to and highlighted a Summary of Budget Revisions handout which listed cost-cutting actions that had been approved by the General Assembly Mission Council at its most recent meeting.
 ANNOUNCEMENTS Various announcements were given, all related to mission. Among these were:
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-by Elder Ed Cole, that Mission Challenge ’09 would be September 25-October 2 with Lackawanna hosting missionaries who are serving in Thailand. Also, that there would be a Round Table Mission Discussion at the Clark’s Summit church on May 28 

-by Rev. Scott Loomer, on a planned trip to Germany in 2010 for the Passion Play

-by Rev. Ezell, on missionary Bruce Whearty’s health

At this point, the Rev. Richard Wright moved that there be a 15 minute recess in order to transition into a video presentation and discussion of John Calvin’s legacy, in light of the 500th anniversary of Calvin’s birth. After being seconded, the motion was approved by unanimous voice vote. Upon completion of the presentation and discussion, Presbytery recessed for dinner.
WORSHIP: After Presbytery re-gathered  from dinner, Rev. Carter led worship, based on John Calvin’s Genevan Order of Worship.

ATTENDANCE REPORT:  Elder Jean Biggar reported that 60 people had signed in as attending the day’s meeting.
   There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with the singing of a hymn and a closing prayer, with the next Stated Presbytery Meeting scheduled for September 15, 2009 at 

Camp Lacakawanna, Vosburg, PA. (This meeting has since been rescheduled to Spetmber 29, 2009 at the same location.) 
                                                                                        Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                        Carl J. Batzel, Stated Clerk
