STATED MEETING, PRESBYTERY OF LACKAWANNA                                      January 24, 2009
   The Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Lackawanna (P.C.U.S.A.) took place on January 24, 2009 at the Moosic Presbyterian Church, Moosic, PA. After a gathering hymn-sing and lighting of the Christ candle, the moderator,The Rev.  Micki Robinson, convened the meeting at 9:40 AM with a prayerful  Call to Worship and another hymn. (Other expressions of worship were included throughout the meeting.)
WELCOME BY THE HOST: The Rev. Dr. Sue Ezell welcomed the Presbytery, thanked all who helped prepare this meeting, chronicled some of the history of the church, and shared information about the facilities.

REPORT of THE STATED CLERK: Roll Call had been taken by attendance slips, and upon receiving confirmation from the Attendance Clerk, Elder Jean Biggar, Stated Clerk, the Rev. Carl  Batzel, declared that a quorum was present.  
MINISTERS PRESENT; B. Ballard, K. Ballard, C. Batzel*, W. Carter, T. Collins, N. Cubitt, J. Dabback, A. Emery, S. Ezell*, C. Fleming,  J. Galimi, M.J. Hitt, M. Hughes, R. Kraus, S. Loomer, W. Lukesh, M. Lyle, V. Miner, B. Muntzel, H. C. Page, M. Robinson*, W. Samford,  J. Shanley, D. Stearns, R. Tanner, J. Thyren, , S. Wonderland, R. Zanicky  (28)

MINISTERS EXCUSED; Y. Bae,  W. Blackie, D. Brague, P. Carlson, A. Chafee, D. Collins, J. Germershausen, R. Griffith, W. Hartmann, C. Link, R. London,  J. Markarian, J. Marsh, W. McSwegin, F. Milligan, R. Murdock,  W. Parsons, C. Peers, N. Robinson, J. Shepherd, D. Sisson-Rounds, B. Triggs, J. Warner, D. Wenzel, R Wright, S. Zanicky (26)

COMMISSIONED LAY PASTORS PRESENT: W. Bardo, D. Dewing, J. Felt, L. Frangos, N. Kopatz, M. Tomlinson, W. Wolfe (7)

COMMISSIONED LAY PASTORS EXCUSED:  M. Hartmann, L. Lewis,  D. Reichard, 

J. Wallis, (4)

STATED SUPPLY PASTORS PRESENT: K. Trexler (1)

STATED SUPPLY PASTORS EXCUSED: D. Bird, M. Goss, R. Martin, J. Quinn,(4)

COMMITTEE MODERATORS:  J. McLaughlin (1)

OFFICERS PRESENT:  M. Robinson*, Moderator; S. Telban, Vice-Moderator; H.Rowlands*, Immediate Past Moderator and Moderator of General Council; C. Batzel*, Stated Clerk; J. Biggar, Attendance Clerk; R. Bryden,* Journal Clerk, Pro-Tem. (6) 

CHURCHES REPRESENTED BY ELDER COMMISSIONERS: Athens, J. Simonds; Avoca(Langcliffe), H. Hastie; Bethany, J.Stepto; Brackney(Silver Lake), R. Rosenkrans; Camptown, D. Hopkins; Clark’s Summit(First), B. Schillinger; Coryland, D. Pratt; Dallas(Trinity), C. Bolinski; Dunmore, L. Bourbeau; Elmhurst(First), G. Schommer; Forty Fort(Stella), W. Coutts; Hallstead(First), K. Robinson; Hawley(First), B. Bryden; Honesdale(First), D. Carrier; 
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Kingston(COCU), H.Rowlands; Moosic, T. Miller-Scandle; Nicholson(First), W. Acker; Olyphant/Peckville(First United), B. Vargas;  Rome, S. Morris; Sayre(First), B. Coston; 
Scranton(Covenant), A. Goodall; Scranton(Hickory St.), S. Pappas; Scranton(Providence), H. Hopkins; Stevensville, L. Vandermark; Sugar Run, M. Dabback; Sylvania, G. Powers; Troy(First), A. Watson; Tunkhannock, H. Ketser, Jr;West Pittston(First), D. Klaproth; WilkesBarre(Christ United), T. Hampel; WilkesBarre (Westminster) M. Potsos; Wyalusing, S. Snyder (30) 

CHURCHES NOT REPRESENTED BY ELDER COMMISSIONERS: Ashley;  Carbondale(First); Edwardsville(First Welsh); Forty Fort(United); Franklin H     ill; Honesdale(Cold Spring/Rileyville); Inkerman; Jessup(First); Lanesboro; Luzerne(Bennett); Montrose(First); Mountaintop; Nanticoke(First); Pittston(First); Pittston (Second); Plains; Rushville; Scranton(Bethania); Scranton(Hyde Park); Shickshinny(First); Towanda; Ulster Village; Union Dale; Warrior Run(Welsh); Waymart; Wilkes-Barre(First); Wilkes-Barre(First Welsh);  Wilkes-Barre(Memorial); Wyoming; Wysox. (35)   

VISITORS: L. Kraus, Bethany; E. Cole, C. Lyon, P. Muntzel, Clark’s Summit;

 C. Davenport, D. Sholutt, M. Pugh, Tunkhannock; C. and D. Androdsits, L. Farrell, Avoca (Langcliffe); J. Shiplett, L. Hirner, and L. Ellsworth, COCU,; J. Wbuld ,Hawley; N. Pratt, Coryland; L. Kokinda, Moosic, and B. Nagle  (no church noted) (17)

PRESBYTERY STAFF:  D. Christ, A. Goodall*, L. Loughney, S. Wonderland*(4)

SUMMARY:

MINISTERS PRESENT                                                 28

MINISTERS EXCUSED                     26

COMMISSIONED LAY PASTORS PRESENT            7

LAY PASTORS EXCUSED                 4

STATED SUPPLY PASTORS PRESENT                      1

COMMITTEE MODERATORS                                     1

OFFICERS                                             4*                        2

ELDER COMMISSIONERS                                          32

VISITORS                                                                        17

STAFF                                                     2*                        2

TOTAL PERSONS PRESENT                                      90  

*Recorded elsewhere

Stated Clerk Batzel announced the following:

· due to Rosanne McLaughlin’s needing to be excused, he had appointed Elder Bob Bryden as Journal Clerk, Pro-Tem. 

·  that the readers of the minutes would be the Rev. Jim Shanley and Elder Brian Schillinger 
Rev. Batzel then moved approval of the docket, which was approved by vote. He next moved approval of the November 24, 2008 Stated Meeting minutes as per review by the minutes’ readers.  These, too, were approved by vote.  Rev. Batzel continued his report by explaining the procedure 
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for debating and voting on proposed Amendment B of the 218th General Assembly; reminding the Presbytery that the “online statistical reports” were due February 24th; directing attention to the locations and times scheduled for the annual “Session record reviews”; and announcing that Necrology Reports are due for both 2007 & 2008. He then introduced the Rev. Susan Wonderland, who announced and described the Leadership and Training Event for church officers scheduled for February 28, 2009.
WELCOME TO AND SEATING of FIRST TIME ELDERS: New elder commissioners from the Moosic, Wyalusing, Bethany, and Dunmore churches, a youth visitor from Kingston(COCU) and worship leader Rick Rosenkrans of Brackney-Silver Lake, were welcomed and seated.
GENERAL COUNCIL:  Hopkin Rowlands, on behalf of General Council, announced that there would be a “goodbye” reception for Interim Executive, the Rev. Sue Wonderland, at 4 PM, February 22, at the Covenant, Scranton church.  The Rev. Virginia Miner, speaking for the Presbytery Trustees, moved:
A. That Camp Lackawanna have permission to take up to $2,000 per month from their Camp Endowment Fund for operating expenses.  After a number of questions, the motion was approved by voice vote.
B. That Silver Lake be given permission to buy property next to their church.  The motion was approved by voice vote.
C. That Franklin Hill be given permission to sign a natural gas lease after legal council is reviewed.  The motion was approved by voice vote.

D. (1.) That a “Friends of the Pool Committee” be formed to raise money for Camp Lackawanna’s pool.  The motion was approved by voice vote.

(2.)That the Friends of the Pool Committee be permitted to use up to $25,000 from the Memorial Garden Fund as seed money for repairs to the pool.  The motion was approved by voice vote.

Rev. Miner also encouraged the reading of the book, “Life Together”, in anticipation of themes from it  being the focus for March’s cluster meetings throughout the Presbytery. She asked those interested in meeting together in smaller discussion groups to contact her.
Presbytery entered into worship led by the Rev. Susan Wonderland.
BUDGET and FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Elder Jim McLaughlin presented the final 2008 Budget Report, interpreted a number of its features, answered questions, and then moved its acceptance. It was approved by voice vote. He then announced that Frank E. Clark Synod grants, designated for mission work and repairs, would be given to projects of the Montrose, Towanda, and Carbondale churches. 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:  Rev. Bill Samford reminded Presbytery that the job descriptions for the Stated Clerk and Administrative Coordinator have been posted and that applications need to be returned by February 10th.

GENERAL PRESBYTER NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  Rev. Samford also reported that the Church Information Form for the General Presbyter position was almost complete and that advertizing for it would soon take place, with prayer appreciated for the committee and process.
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CAMP LACKAWANNA COMMITTEE:  CLP Wayne Wolfe received approval by voice vote to distribute copies of the 2009 Camp budget for a first reading. He brought attention to a number of its aspects and answered several questions.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE  The Rev. Dr. Carol Fleming informed Presbytery that it had been discovered that, since Hopkin Rowlands was already serving in a Synod position, he was not eligible to serve as a commissioner commissioner, the position to which he had been elected at the November Stated Meeting. Rev. Fleming, on behalf of the Nominating Committee,  nominated in his place, Margo Tomlinson. Nominations were solicited from the floor and there being none, a motion to close the nominations was approved, followed by approval, by unanimous voice vote, of the committee’s nomination.
COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY: The Rev. Mary Jane Hitt reported that Elder Joe Meranti had withdrawn as a candidate for Minister of Word and Sacrament.
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY: The Rev. Bill Carter, referring to the list provided in the docket, moved acceptance of COM’s recommendation for appointment of Moderators of record for churches with no installed minister, with the addition of H. Chase Page as moderator to Franklin Hill.  After some discussion, this passed unanimously by voice vote.  He then moved the re-commissioning of CLP Margo Tomlinson for three years to the Carbondale Presbyterian church. This also passed unanimously by voice vote.  Rev. Carter then led Presbytery in the re-commissioning service. Finally, he reminded Presbytery of the National Pastors Retreat in the Spring.
SYNOD of the TRINITY REPORT:  Synod Commissioners, Elder Char Lyons and the Rev. Bill Samford, showed a video presenting the structure and work of the Synod and promoting the Synod Summer Conference.
INSTALLATION of NEW MODERATOR and VICE MODERATOR: Outgoing Moderator, the Rev. Micki Robinson, led Presbytery in a service of installation for the new Moderator, Elder Sharon Telban, and new Vice-Moderator, the Rev. Virginia Miner. Holy Communion was then celebrated.
The Presbytery recessed for lunch including a “Thank You” reception in honor of Alice Goodall (Presbytery Office Secretary) and Andrea Medura(Presbytery Treasurer), in light of their faithful service.
ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS AND CONCERNS SHARING AND PRAYER: Upon regathering after lunch via the singing of a hymn, various announcements were given. They included: 

-That the Bradford County Hezekiah’s Hands work group was sponsoring a Mission Trip to Iowa City on March 15-21st  to aid in home repairs because of damage from the recent flooding; cost was $300.

-Encouragement from Elder Ed Cole to participate in Missionary Bruce Whearty’s “Earth Boxes” to grow up to 60 pounds of food per year in Ethiopia.
-The invitation by Jean Biggar, of the Women of the Presbytery, to their Spring Gathering on April 28th featuring the Synod Women of the Presbytery Moderator.
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-A further invitation to the reception, at the Covenant, Scranton church on Sunday, February 22, honoring outgoing Interim Presbytery Executive, Susan Wonderland.

Sharing of joys and concerns was concluded with prayer by Moderator Telban.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 08-B to the CONSTITUTION:  Stated Clerk Batzel reviewed the process and rules for presentations:  2.5 minute maximum, followed by 30 seconds of meditation, alternating between pros and cons of the proposed amendment, then, after a time of final prayer, voting by printed secret ballots which had been distributed to those authorized to vote. The vote tellers, who had previously been appointed by the Stated Clerk, exited the meeting in order to tally the votes.
PRAYERS for THE CHURCH and COMMUNITY were offered by the Revs. Karen and Barry Ballard.

CAMP LACKAWANNA COMMITTEE  (Part 2)  CLP Wayne Wolfe referred to the Mission Statement of the Camp, reviewed a number of Camp needs and happenings and expressed thanks for various contributions. Then, by means of a slide presentation, he interpreted the 2009 Camp Budget and moved its adoption. After an amendment, to clearly show the deficit, was added by motion and vote, the Budget was unanimously approved by voice vote.

VOTE TALLY FOR  PROPOSED AMENDMENT 08-B. The tellers announced that the vote on Proposed Amendment 08-B was: 30-YES; 40-NO; 0-ABSTAIN. Therefore, the proposed amendment did not pass. A motion to destroy the ballots was passed by unanimous voice vote.
ATTENDANCE REPORT:  Elder Jean Biggar reported that 86 people had signed in as attending the day’s meeting.
TIME of THANKSGIVING:  Rev. Micki Robinson presented a prayer of thanksgiving.

   There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with the singing of a hymn and a closing prayer, with the next Stated Presbytery Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 19, 2009 beginning at 2 PM at the Providence United Presbyterian Church, Scranton, PA.
                                                                                        Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                        Carl J. Batzel, Stated Clerk
